The Organization: The National Institute for Burn Medicine works to improve care available
for burn victims through its research, professional training, technical assistance, and
information dissemination programs.

The Institute supports research designed to improve infection control and to develop better
burn care equipment and surgical techniques and to improve rehabilitation services.
Specialized training for burn patient care is available for physicians, nurses and technicians.
Communities and hospitals may receive help in planning and establishing burn facilities.

Information Services: The National Burn Information Exchange provides a way for hospitals
to share information about patients, including the way they.were burned and the type of
treatment received. Doctors at non-participating hospitals and other interested persons may
also access data collected by the Exchange, although there is a charge for requests requiring
research. Statistics on the incidence of burns, mortality rates, and body area covered arc
available, as well as figures for specific age groups. The Exchange publishes a newsletter,
N.B.I.E.. for which there Is no charge.

Reprints of articles on burn treatment may be obtained from the Institute's International
Library, which also researches requests for references on specific topics. There is a charge
for searches of library holdings and a nominal photocopying fee for reprints.

The Institute distributes a variety of professional and public education materials in print
and audio-visual formats, including free brochures on burn prevention and first aid.

The Institute responds to a wide range of requests from medical professionals, lawyers,
manufacturers, teachers, students, and the public. When staff research time is required,
there is a fee for services, which is lower for community service organizations and other
nonprofit groups. Inquirers are asked to send written requests, outlining how the
information they need will be used.
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Handicapping Conditions Served: Allergies and infectious diseases of all kinds; also
transplantation and immune deficiency disease.

Users Served: Disabled persons, health care professionals, medical researchers, general
public.

The Organization: NIAID supports a multimillion dollar research effort across the country
at research institutions, aimed at a better understanding of the causes of allergic,
immunologic, and infectious diseases and to the development of better means of preventing,
diagnosing, and healing these illnesses. Some of the studies are of infectious agents found
in other countries, which cause death or severe handicaps for people living in the tropics
and other areas outside of the U.S. (e.g., malaria and other parasitic diseases, leprosy,
cholera, and viral diarrheas).
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